THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION

LEGISLATION NO: _0057-22__ SPONSOR: Jamie Henio

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Budget and Finance Committee; Amending the
Signatory Authority for the Office of the Controller to Conduct Business with the
United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Trust Funds Administration

Date posted: __March 29, 2022 at 3:08PM

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters,
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17
N.N.C. 8374 et. seq.


mailto:comments@navajo-nsn.gov?subject=0057-22
mailto:comments@navajo-nsn.gov?subject=0057-22

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

TrackingNo. D05F-22

Date: March 25, 2022

Re: AN ACT RELATING TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE;
AMENDING THE SIGNATORY AUTHORITY FOR THE OFFICE OF THE
CONTROLLER TO CONDUCT BUSINESS WITH THE UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS
ADMINISTRATION

Purpose of this Legislation:

to approve a new signature designation form for the Office of the Controller so that
certain staff with OOC are authorized to conduct business with the U.S. Department
of Interior, Bureau of Trust Funds Administration.
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RELATING TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE; AMENDING
THE SIGNATORY AUTHORITY FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER
TO CONDUCT BUSINESS WITH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTRATION

BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A.The Budget and Finance Committee is established as a standing committee of the Navajo
Nation Council. 12 N.N.C. §300(A).

B. The Budget and Finance Committee is empowered to exercise oversight authority over the
Navajo Nation’s financial matters, including but not limited to, budgeting, finance,
investment, contracting, and audits, in order to coordinate, oversee, and regulate the fiscal,

financial, investment, contracting, and audit polices of the Navajo Nation. 12 N.N.C.

§300(C)(1).

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS
A. The Navajo Nation recognizes that the U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Trust Funds
Administration (“BTFA”), formerly the Office of Special Trustee for American Indians,

requires the designation and authorization of tribal officials in order for the respective

Page 1 of 2 OLC No. 22-103-1

h

-4

ommittee



O 0 3 O v AW N -

W N NN N N N N N N N — — — — — — — — — —
S W X a9 N N bR WY =0 VO NN N DR WN e

tribes to conduct financial business with the BTFA. The Navajo Nation’s previous
designation of certain Navajo Nation officials was approved in Budget and Finance
Committee Resolution No. BFMY-08-16, incorporated herein by this reference.

B. The Navajo Nation Office of the Controller has submitted a revised designation and
authorization form, titled: “Tribal Officials Authorized to Initiate Disbursements and
Receive Information on Tribal Accounts.” EXHIBIT A.

C. The prior designation of certain Navajo Nation officials authorized to conduct business, as
set forth in BFMY-08-16, is hereby rescinded and replaced with the updated authorization
form attached as EXHIBIT A. The updated form also replaces the former Office of Special
Trustee for American Indians with the successor agency BTFA.

D. The Department of Justice has reviewed the revised designation form and determined it to
be legally sufficient. EXHIBIT B.

E. The Budget and Finance Committee finds it in the best interest of the Navajo Nation to
approve the amended authorization form designating certain staff within the Office of the

Controller to conduct business with the BTFA.

SECTION THREE. APPROVAL

The Navajo Nation hereby approves the revised designation and signature authorization form
submitted by the Office of the Controller, attached as EXHIBIT A, to permit the named
individuals whose signatures appear on the new form to conduct business with the
U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Trust Funds Administration. Such business includes,

but shall not be limited to, requests for tribal disbursements and the drawdown of funds.

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Act shall become effective according to 2 N.N.C. §300(C)(1) and 2 N.N.C. §189(A).

SECTION FIVE. SAVING CLAUSE
If any portion of this Act is invalidated by the Supreme Court of the Navajo Nation, or by any
Navajo Nation District Court without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the remainder

of this legislation shall be the law of the Navajo Nation.
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